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I claim: 



A treatment method comprising treating an arthritis affected patient in need of 
such treatment with an effective tissue inflammation ameliorative amount of a 
s^teroid selected from AS-a^ostene-3p-ol-7, 1 7-dione and met^liza]^ 
pfls^ursors thereofmcapable of being appreciably metabolized to androgens, 
estrogens or dehydroepiandrosterone. 



The treatment method of claim 1 wherein the method comprises treating an 
arthritis affecM patient with an effective amount of a tissue inflammation 
ameliorative amount of a steroid selected from A5-androstene-3p-ol-7, 1 7-dione 
and A5-androstene-3^B-acetoxy-7,l 7-dione. 

The treatment method orvclaim 1 or 2 wherein the method of treating an 
arthritis affected patient conrorises treating an arthritis affected human patient. 

The treatment method of claim j\jvherein the method of treating an arthritis 
affected human patient comprises ti^ating a human patient afflicted with 
osteoarthritis. 

5 . The treatment method of claim 3 wherein the method of treating an arthritis 
affected human patient comprises treating ai^uman patient afflicted with 
fibromyalgia. 

6. The treatment method of claim 3 wherein the method of treating an arthritis 
affected human patient comprises treating a human patient afflicted with 
rheumatoid arthritis. 

7.. The treatment method of claim 3 wherein the method of treating an arthritis 

affected human patient comprises treating an arthritis affected patient afflicted 
with arthritis-^^djissue inflamm^o ^ 
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The treatment method of claim 3 wherein the method of treating an arthritis 

fected human patient comprises treating a human patient diagnosed with 
ost^rthritis, 

9. The treatm^t method of claim 3 wherein the method of treating an arthritis 
affected humartspatient comprises treating a human patient diagnosed jvith 
fibromyalgia. 

10. The treatment method c^f claim 3 wherein the method of treating an arthritis 
affected human patient comprises treating a human patient diagnosed with 
rheumatoid arthritis. 

1 1 . The treatment method of claim 3\vherein the method of treating an arthritis 
affected human patient comprises treating an arthritis affected patient 

\ A — \ 

diagnosed with arthritis-related tissue inflammation. 



12. A treatment method comprising administering an effective arthritis-related 
tissue inflammation preventative amount of a steroid selected from A5- 
androstene-3p-oK7,17-dione and metabolizable precursors thereof incapable of 
being appreciably metabolized lo androgens, estrogens or 
dehydroepiandrosterone i^o^^ment s^jscegt^Jto^^ tissue 
inflammation. 

13. The treatment method of claim 12 whferein the method comprises treating a 
patient susceptible to arthritis-related tissue inflammation with an effective 
arthriUs-relatedTissue inflammation preventive amount of a steroid selected 
from A5-androstene-3 P-ol-7, 1 7-dione and A5-an<fo$>stene-3p-acetoxy-7,17- 
dione. 
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The treatment method of claim 12 or 13 wherein the method of treating a 
patientjysjceptible-to- comprises treating a 

human patient susceptible to arthritis-related tissue inflammation. 



15. 



16. 



le treatment method of claim 14 wherein the method of treating a patient 
susceptible to arthritis-related tissue inflammation comprises treating a human 
patient afflicted with osteoarthritis. 



The treatment method of claim 14 wherein the method of treating a patient 
susceptible t\arthritis-related tissue inflammation comprises treating a human 
patient afflicted with fibromyalgia. 



1 7. The treatment method of claim 14 wherein the method of treating a patient 



18. 



gusc eptible to arthritiV-relati 
patient afflicted with rt 



tissue inflammation comprises treating a human 
aftoid arthritis. 



The treatment method of craim 14 wherein the method of treating a patient 
susceptible to arthritis-related tissue inflammation comprises treating a human 



patient diagnosed with osteoarthritis. 



1 9. The treatment method of claim 1 4 wherein the method of treating a patient 
susceptible to arthritis-related tissue inflammation comprises treating a human 
patient diagnosed with fibromyalgia. 

20. The treatment method of claim 1 4 wherein the method of treating a patient 
susceptible to arthritis-related tissue inflammation comprises treating a human 
patient diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis. 

2 1 . The treatment method of claim 1 4 wherein the method of treating an arthritis 
affected human patient comprises treating a hunuqi patient diagnosedwith 
osteoarthritis. 
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